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	Title: Microbe Mysteries and DNA Dazzles: Navigating Diagnoses and Crime Scenes with Next-Gen Sequencing
General Comments from Reviewer: - This work is a carefully researched and highly valuable manuscript in both microbiology as well as forensic genetics. The following modifications to the suggestions below will increase its effectiveness, usability and relevancy to the given target group.
· The manuscript is a comprehensive review on the next-generation sequencing (NGS) technologies, with focus on the clinical microbiology and forensic genetics. They provide historical evolution and recent progress in the protection of refugees in shinning ways.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]This document presents material systematically from the historic methods to the development of current NGS platforms and uses. The area of NGS application in forensic genetics and clinical microbiology is something which needs to be discussed and it is going to be useful for researchers as well as forensic practitioners.
· The manuscript notes that there is a requirement for improving current software solutions and there is a potential to explore more particular deficits. Exposing other examples of tools or frameworks that have potentially equal or better effectiveness as the ones presented in this section would also help.
· While the manuscript contains much technical information, some of the sections could be made less extensive and focused more on the content proper; for example, historical overview of sequencing technologies could be covered in less detail (e.g., describing pyrosequencing only briefly). Instead, they should shift their attention to how these methods was used to come up with NGS.
· Elaborate the challenges of clinical NGS in different therapeutical contexts, especially; when encountering mixed infections or rare organisms. Add more relevance to the current situation and highlight recent achievements in the identification of MDOs with the help of NGS.
· Elaborate regarding the comparison between NGS and conventional human identification assays like the PCR-CE with strategies of efficacy of cost and time in real life forensic cases.
The article can be published after minor revision.



